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	Dr. Stefan Ambs presented research on the epidemiology of prostate cancer.  Each year there are 219,000 cases of prostate cancer and 27,000 deaths.  Risk factors include race/ethnicity, family history, smoking status and chromosome 8q24 variants.  Nuclear oncogenes such as c-myc may be overexpressed in the chromosome 8q24 variants.  African American men have a 2.4 increased risk of death from prostate cancer than do European Americans.  By gene array analysis, African American men had increased expression of inflammation associated genes such as CXCR4, MMP9 and AMFR relative to European American men.  Cytokines such as interferon gamma are also overexpressed.   The mechanism by which nicotine alters gene expression is being investigated. 


	


