Meeting Summary

The Metastasis Working Group

June 18, 2003

The primary purposes of this meeting were to discuss planning for the first MWG Retreat and the seminar series as well as website development and other topics.

The Retreat

· The retreat will be held on September 11-12, 2003, at Airlie House in Virginia.

· Attendance is expected to be high: 25 laboratories have expressed interest in participating; postdoctoral fellows will be invited to attend.

Action Item: To reach all postdocs potentially interested in attending, an e-mail announcing the retreat will be sent out via the postdoc list serve and the FYI will be contacted; at least one postdoc will be invited to help plan the retreat.

· The goal of the retreat will be to have as many principal investigators presenting as possible.  Carl Barrett suggested that the Cold Spring Harbor model, in which each PI would be allowed to present a seven-minute talk, could be adopted.

· A poster session will be organized; posters may be presented by postdocs.

· A keynote speaker will address the group after the first evening’s dinner.

Action item: Kent Hunter will solicit nominations for keynote speaker.

· Three general topics will be addressed: genes/genetics; imaging; and signaling.

· A time can be carved out for an organized discussion to discuss themes, resources, etc. and to provide a general summing up.

Seminar Series

· Instead of hosting a seminar once a month, the MWG will organize three to four meetings a year that will be thematically focused, feature outside speakers, and provide time for focused, in-depth discussion. Topics to be considered include brain metastasis, bone metastasis, targeted therapies for metastatic lesions as opposed to primary tumors, and the relationship of tumor-initiating stem cells to metastasis.

Action item: Working with Bob Neil, Pat Steeg will organize the first seminar discussion on brain metastasis, which will be held soon after the retreat.

· Carl Barrett suggested that the seminars should focus on identifying problems that can best be addressed by working collaboratively and that can be leveraged into the larger community.  The seminars can also be used to identify projects to be moved forward.

Website Development

· As well as an educational tool, the website can be used as a recruiting tool to recruit adjunct members from the extramural community.

Action Item: Danny ? will pursue developing a link to the Metastasis Research Society site. Danny ? and Adriana ? will compile a list of potential adjunct members to invite to join.

Action item: Kent Hunter will request MWG members to send suggestions for adjunct members to him.

· Procedures to curate the website will need to be developed.  While some parts of the site would be relatively static and require updating only every 1 to 2 years, other parts (e.g., “hot papers”) would require much more frequent updating.  It may be necessary to form a steering committee to handle this task.

Action item: PIs are requested to update their individual websites so that they will provide up-to-date information regarding publications when linked to the MWG site.

· Action item: To carry out the website’s educational functions, volunteers will be needed to develop material.

Other Topics

· This group will continue to meet regularly before the retreat to continue considering directions the MWG could pursue.

· Natasha Caplen’s new laboratory will investigate ways to apply RNAi technologies to interrogate metastasis-related genes and pathways in cell lines and animal models.

